
It’s certainly never a dull week at Willesborough, is it? Following the unexpected school closure yesterday, we 
would like to say a huge thank you to all of our families for your patience, understanding and support. We 
know that changes to the school day at short notice can be difficult to manage, and we really appreciated 
everyone working with us. It was lovely to welcome everyone back into school today and return to business as 
usual.

It has also been wonderful to welcome our Year 3 parents and families into school this week for their 
children’s Harvest Festivals. We hope you have enjoyed having the opportunity to come into school and see 
the children perform. They have done a fantastic job and should be very proud of themselves!
Our final Harvest Festival will be Morpurgo Class, who were originally due to perform on Thursday. Their 
rearranged performance will now take place on Monday at 2.30pm, and we look forward to welcoming their 
families then.

Parent and Teacher Consultations
Our first parent and teacher consultations of the year will take place on Monday 19th October and 
Wednesday 21st October. These meetings are a valuable opportunity to catch up with your child’s class 
teacher, hear how they have settled into the new school year and discuss their progress so far.
Appointments can be booked through your Arbor account and will go live from 4pm on Monday.
If you have any difficulties accessing Arbor or booking an appointment, please contact the school reception 
and we will be very happy to help.

EYFS Teddy Bear Picnics
Our EYFS Teddy Bear Picnics will take place at 2.15pm on the following dates:
• Rabbits: Tuesday 13th October
• Robins: Thursday 15th October
• Owls: Friday 16th October
• Badgers: Tuesday 20th October
Parents and carers are invited to join their child for an afternoon of teddy bear-themed crafts and a decorated 
biscuit. If you would like to attend, please sign up via Arbor, where a £1 donation will also be available to help 
cover the cost of supplies. Children are welcome to bring a teddy bear with them on the day. Please note that 
all children will take part in the event, even if a family member is unable to attend. We look forward to 
welcoming our EYFS families for these special afternoons.

Looking ahead to next week...
There is plenty happening again next week! We are doing Hello Yellow on Wednesday, due to the school 
closure yesterday – children, please wear yellow, and donate if you can, to support Young Minds UK. On 
Thursday, Year 5 will be taking part in their Space Dome workshop, which promises to be a fantastic 
experience linked to their learning. Then, on Friday, Year 4 will be travelling back in time for their Egyptian Day. 
We are looking forward to seeing the children immerse themselves in all things Ancient Egypt and enjoy 
another memorable day of learning. Another busy week ahead at Willesborough!

Have a lovely weekend!
Tom Head

Message from Mr. Head!(PC) = Parents & Carers are invited
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TUESDAY 13TH 
OCTOBER

Year 5 Space Dome 
Workshop

TUESDAY 13TH 
OCTOBER

Teddy Bears’ Picnic 
– Rabbits Class 

2.15pm (PC)

WEDNESDAY 
14TH OCTOBER

Hello Yellow Day

THURSDAY 15TH 
OCTOBER

Teddy Bears’ Picnic 
– Robins Class 

2.15pm (PC)

FRIDAY 16TH 
OCTOBER

Teddy Bears’ Picnic 
– Owls Class 
2.15pm (PC)

FRIDAY 16TH 
OCTOBER

Year 4 Egyptian 
Dress Up Day

MONDAY 19TH 
OCTOBER

Parent/teacher 
meetings

3.30-5.30pm (PC)

TUESDAY 20TH 
OCTOBER

Teddy Bears’ Picnic 
– Badgers Class 

2.15pm (PC)

WEDNESDAY 
21ST OCTOBER

Parent/teacher 
meetings

4.30-7.30pm (PC)

THURSDAY 22ND 
OCTOBER

October Birthday 
Celebrations – 9am 
WJS | 2.45pm WIS 

(PC)

THURSDAY 22ND 
OCTOBER

Last school day of 
Term 1

FRIDAY 23RD 
OCTOBER

Staff development 
day

An events calendar for Terms 1 & 2 is 
available on the school websites.

SCHOOL DATES
For your Calendar

Wonder – Inspire – Shine
Shaping Minds, Shaping Our World

Friday 9th October
Term 1 Week 6



Term Dates for 2026 / 2027
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Autumn Term 1 (T1):
Start: Wednesday 2nd September

End: Friday 23rd October
Half Term: 26th October – 30th October

Spring Term 1 (T3):
Start: Monday 4th January
End: Friday 12th February

Half Term: 15th February – 19th February

Summer Term 1 (T5):
Start: Monday 12th April

End: Friday 28th May
Half Term: 31st May – 4th June

Autumn Term 2 (T2):
Start: Monday 2nd November
End: Friday 18th December
Christmas Holiday: 21st December – 1st January 

Spring Term 2 (T4):
Start: Monday 22nd February
End: Thursday 25th March
Easter Holiday: 26th March – 9th April

Summer Term 2 (T6):
Start: Monday 7th June
End: Wednesday 21st July

Wonder – Inspire – Shine
Shaping Minds, Shaping Our World

THIS YEAR:
JUNIORS:   94.9%
INFANTS:   96.2%

JUNIORS:   96.7%
INFANTS:   96%

THIS WEEK:

Attendance Update
We are delighted that both the Infant and Junior Schools are currently exceeding our attendance target of 96%. This is a 
fantastic start to the school year and reflects the commitment of our pupils and families to making every school day count. 
Good attendance has such an important impact on children’s learning, wellbeing and progress, so thank you for your 
continued support in getting children into school every day and on time. Let’s keep this positive start going! As always, if you 
are experiencing any difficulties with your child’s attendance, please contact us. We are here to support families and work 
together to overcome any barriers.
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Staff Development Days for 2027/2028
We know some families like to plan well ahead, so we will add the staff development days for the next school 

year here when they are finalised at a later date.

Staff Development Days for 2026/2027
Tuesday 1st September     Friday 23rd October     Friday 18th December     Friday 28th May     Wednesday 21st July
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Morpurgo Harvest Festival
Due to the school closure yesterday, the Morpurgo Harvest Festival has been rescheduled to 2.30pm on Monday 12th October.

Hello Yellow Day
As per page 1, Hello Yello has also been rescheduled, for Wednesday 14th October.

World Sight Day & Sight Awareness Month
Yesterday was World Sight Day, and October is Sight Awareness Month. Every October, on the second Thursday, World Sight Day 
casts a spotlight on the importance of eye care, and  what it means to have care that is accessible, available and affordable to 
all.

Nearly everyone on the planet will experience an eye health issue in their lifetime, yet over a billion people still lack access to 
the services and treatments they need. World Sight Day is an annual reminder to #LoveYourEyes and an opportunity to join 
millions of people globally who understand the value of vision.

Holiday Club
This academic year, we will be hosting our Holiday Club during the Easter holidays and the first four weeks of the summer 
holidays. Please note that the Holiday Club will not be operating on staff development days. We apologise for any inconvenience 
this may cause and thank you for your understanding.

New school gates
We would like to remind families of the following important information:
• Please note that vehicular access to the site for parents/carers is not permitted before 4.30pm except by prior 

agreement.
• The Highfield Road gate will remain closed to all vehicular access/egress between the existing signposted times of 8.25am-

9am and 2.45pm-3.30pm. This is for the safety of staff, families and children.
• The pedestrian access at both ends of the site will still be kept open as usual during the normal school drop off and pick up 

times – there will be no need to use the intercom to request access.
• Driving in to the site to collect your child from After School Club after 4.30pm is permitted and the vehicle gates will be open.
• To exit onto Church Road, simply press the green button on the pedestal near the gate to unlock it and pull the gate open.
• The pedestrian gates do not open automatically. Please be careful when pulling and pushing these gates as they are metal 

and the locking system protrudes from the gates. Improper use risks injury. We have taken measures to reduce this, but 
please be aware when leaving through these gates.

• The side has a posted 5mph speed limit. Please abide by this limit even if you cannot see any adults or children walking 
around – it only takes a split second for someone to appear and for their life to be changed by a serious injury. The speed limit 
is there to help keep your children and our community safe.
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Just not enough, I need…

Can you practice together at home?

Click here to watch a short video showing this week’s sign.

You can also find interesting information about Makaton on our 
website by clicking here.

What is Makaton?
Makaton is a way of supporting communication using signs and symbols alongside speech.

Using signs can help make spoken language clearer and give children another way
to express themselves while they are developing their communication skills.

Using Makaton does not stop children from talking. In fact, using signs alongside
speech can help support communication and speech development.

Makaton can be used by everyone, not just children who have communication difficulties.

 
Using Makaton can help us to:

• Communicate with one another
• Express feelings and emotions
• Support spoken language

• Make communication easier to understand
• Build connections with others
• Help everyone feel included

 

https://youtu.be/45HuegxFrFg
https://willesborough-infant.kent.sch.uk/Makaton-Sign-of-the-Week/
https://willesborough-infant.kent.sch.uk/Makaton-Sign-of-the-Week/
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Year 4 had the excitement of a trip to Howletts this week to have a look at the animals and learn lots about them all! Mrs Handley kindly 
took these photos for us to share with you.

Wonder – Inspire – Shine
Shaping Minds, Shaping Our World
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Sophie from Turtles Class in Year 2 left school early today – not to go for a jolly holiday but to represent GREAT BRITAIN at the World 
Union of Martial Arts Federations’ 4th World Championship! How amazing is that?!

She will be representing GB and her club, Kojin-Kai Karate Club, in Kumite, Jureken (Kickmaster), and Kata.

She has worked incredibly hard over the past few months, training at weekends and attending several after-school sessions every week. 
Her family are, of course, incredibly proud of the hours and effort she has put into her training, and we are proud too. She’s even been 
getting Myrtle the Turtle involved in her karate training after bringing her class teddy home for the weekend!  Sophie also had a 
lovely photo taken with Myrtle and her amazing coach, Millie Knight, who is a four-time Paralympic medallist, winning two silver and two 
bronze medals in para-alpine skiing. Sophie was so excited to have Myrtle training alongside her!

We are sure that you will join us in wishing Sophie the absolute best of luck in her tournaments and cross your fingers for great results! 
But whatever happens, we know you will do everyone proud, Sophie. 
Thanks to Sophie’s mum Vicki for the information and pictures.

Wonder – Inspire – Shine
Shaping Minds, Shaping Our World
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W
OW

Willesborough Outstanding Work (WOW) badges are 
awarded in recognition of an excellent piece of work in 
any area of learning. The work is framed and displayed in 
‘The Hub’ at the Junior School and in the corridor at the 
Infant School.

Here is a list of this week’s 
worthy winners!

Year R Badgers Ruby Year 3 Fletcher Aiden

Year R Rabbits Zaha Year 3 Potter Henley

Year R Owls Evie Year 4 Monet Ronnie

Year R Robins Roscoe Year 4 Doodle Holly

Year 1 Lions Reuben Year 4 Kahlo Jacob

Year 1 Giraffes Adil Year 4 Turner Johanna

Year 1 Elephants Tate Year 5 Franklin Alice

Year 1 Pandas Flynn and Emily Year 5 Hepburn Abel

Year 2 Turtles Anire Year 5 Turing Harvey

Year 2 Penguins Alfie Year 5 Earhart Amelia

Year 2 Leopards Lucy Year 6 Thunberg Penelope

Year 2 Tigers Elaina Year 6 Wolff Archie

Year 3 Morpurgo Nathan Year 6 Obama Emma

Year 3 Dahl Ada Year 6 Parks David

WOW
WEEKLY AWARDS

Great job everyone!
Keep up the AMAZING work!

Wonder – Inspire – Shine
Shaping Minds, Shaping Our World



Shine Awards
The 'Shine' award is presented to children 

who have shown an exceptional commitment 
to behaviour throughout the week. They may 

have been excellent listeners who have 
supported their peers; they may have shown 

empathy towards their peers or may have 
shown a great commitment to behaviour for 
learning. It could be a multitude of reasons! 

The children receive a special 'You Shine' 
badge which they wear with pride.

Value Awards
Our core value awards are awarded in recognition of 

excellent behaviour, especially in relation to one of the 
school’s core values.  Well done to this week’s 

students who have shown the following values...

Year 3 Morpurgo Priansh

Year 3 Dahl Ollie

Year 3 Fletcher Zane

Year 3 Potter Flo

Year 4 Monet Isaac

Year 4 Doodle Mipurah

Year 4 Kahlo Parker

Year 4 Turner Eliza

Year 5 Franklin Nate

Year 5 Hepburn Olivia

Year 5 Turing Tom

Year 5 Earhart Jamie

Year 6 Thunberg Emrys

Year 6 Wolff Yubina

Year 6 Obama Hasniya

Year 6 Parks Zara

ASPIRATION

DETERMINATION

RESPONSIBILITY

RESPECT

Year R Badgers Maleeke

Year R Rabbits Frederick

Year R Owls Buddy

Year R Robins Frankie

Year 1 Lions Asmi

Year 1 Giraffes James

Year 1 Elephants Emmie

Year 1 Pandas Aiden

Year 2 Turtles Leah

Year 2 Penguins Ebony

Year 2 Leopards Lewyn

Year 2 Tigers Sakeena

Juniors Website: willesborough-js.kent.sch.uk                         Juniors Telephone: 01233 620405 
Juniors Email:  office@willesborough-js.kent.sch.uk

Infants Website: willesborough-infant.kent.sch.uk               Infants Telephone: 01233 624165
Infants Email:  office@willesborough-infant.kent.sch.uk

Wonder – Inspire – Shine
Shaping Minds, Shaping Our World

LEADERSHIP

LEADERSHIP         |         ASPIRATION         |         DETERMINATION         |         RESPONSIBILITY         |         RESPECT

RESPECT

RESPONSIBILITY

LEADERSHIP

RESPECT

RESPECT

RESPECT

RESPECT

RESPONSIBILITY

ASPIRATION

LEADERSHIP

ASPIRATION

RESPONSIBILITY

RESPECT

RESPECT

LEADERSHIP

LEADERSHIP



Reading Challenge!
At Willesborough Junior School, we have the exciting reading challenge! 

Children are required to read their library books 4 x 20 mins each 
week. Each ‘read’ needs to be signed into their reading record book. This 

‘four or more’ challenge allows the children to compete weekly in the 
‘Book Battle’ against the other classes in their year group, and this is 

celebrated each week in our celebration assembly.

MORPURGO DAHL FLETCHER POTTER

VS VS VS

YR 3
BATTLE
This week’s 
winners are
FLETCHER

YR 4
BATTLE
This week’s 
winners are
TURNER

YR 5
BATTLE
This week’s 
winners are
HEPBURN

YR 6
BATTLE
This week’s 
winners are

WOLFF

MONET DOODLE KAHLO TURNER

VS VS VS

VS VS VS

VS VS VS

FRANKLIN HEPBURN TURING EARHART

THUNBERG WOLFF OBAMA PARKS

Wonder – Inspire – Shine
Shaping Minds, Shaping Our World

Find out below which class have had the most children read four or more times this week! 



Click here to buy tickets for our school lottery!

For every ticket you play, 40% goes directly to our schools. 

There are smaller cash prizes, or you could win the £25,000 cash 
jackpot! They also have the Super Draw prize of an iPhone 18 Pro 
Max 512GB or £1,000!

Congratulations to Mx H from Ashford who won £12.75 in the last 
draw!

The more people enter, the higher the guaranteed win is!

Don’t forget, you can donate unwanted 
clothes, shoes, textiles, bed linen, soft toys, 

scarves and more at our clothing banks!
 

This helps to raise money for the schools, 
too!

Wonder – Inspire – Shine
Shaping Minds, Shaping Our World

If you’re thinking of changing energy suppliers to Octopus 
Energy, you can get £50 for yourself and £50 for the schools 

if you use our referral link:
https://thewillesboroughschools.octopus.energy

Please note that this is not a recommendation or 
endorsement, it is just a way to support the schools.
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https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/school/willesborough-infant-school


Wednesday 14th October
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