
It has been another fantastic week at The Willesborough Schools, filled with lots of positive learning, hard 
work and wonderful moments across both schools. It has been great to see the children continuing to settle 
into the new school year so positively and making the most of all the opportunities available to them. Year six 
pupils were particularly excited about their trip to Dover Castle this week.

Community Giving Week
Next week, we are excited to launch our Community Giving Week. Throughout the week, we will be 
encouraging our children to think about how small acts of kindness and generosity can make a real difference 
to others, both within our local community and further afield.
As part of the week, we will once again be collecting non-perishable food items for our Harvest Festival to 
support local families in need. We will share further information about the items that can be donated on 
Monday.
We will also be supporting the Cry in the Dark Christmas Shoebox Appeal, a charity supporting children and 
families in Romania. An email was sent to families last week with further information about the appeal and 
how you can get involved. Thank you in advance for your support and generosity.

After-School Clubs
We are really pleased that our after-school clubs start next week. We have a wide range of clubs and activities 
taking place, providing children with opportunities to try something new, develop their interests and enjoy 
spending time with friends.
If your child has signed up for a club, please make a note of the day and collection arrangements. We hope 
that all of the children taking part have a fantastic time! A quick reminder for parents: the school site can 
become particularly busy between 4:00pm and 4:30pm on club days. To help us keep everyone safe, the 
school gates will be closed to vehicles and parents will not be able to park on the school site when collecting 
from clubs. Please park safely on the surrounding roads and walk onto the school site to collect your child. 
Thank you for your understanding and for helping us keep the site safe for everyone.

Pirate Day Lunch - Thursday 1st October
Over 100 Prizes To be Won!
Every school dinner will come with a lucky raffle ticket. The raffle will be drawn at the end of lunchtime. If your 
child wins, they will be able to exchange their raffle ticket for a prize. All your child needs to do is have a school 
dinner on Thursday for the chance to win a prize.
It is school census day, and part of our school funding is based on the number of children who have a school 
dinner that day. Please support the school to get all the funding we need by allowing your child to have a 
school dinner next Thursday.

Thank you in advance for supporting us.

Have a lovely weekend!

Tom Head

Message from Mr. Head!(PC) = Parents & Carers are invited
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MONDAY 28TH 
SEPTEMBER

After school clubs 
start

W/C MONDAY 
28TH SEPTEMBER

Community Giving 
Week

FRIDAY 2ND 
OCTOBER

September 
Birthday 

Celebrations (PC)
WIS: 2.45-3pm
WJS: 9-9.15am

TUESDAY 6TH 
OCTOBER

Year 4 trip to 
Howletts

TUESDAY 6TH 
OCTOBER

Fletcher Class 
Harvest Festival 

(PC)

WEDNESDAY 
7TH OCTOBER

Dahl Class Harvest 
Festival (PC)

THURSDAY 8TH 
OCTOBER

Morpurgo Class 
Harvest Festival 

(PC)

THURSDAY 8TH 
OCTOBER

Hello Yellow Day

FRIDAY 9TH 
OCTOBER

Potter Class 
Harvest Festival 

(PC)

FRIDAY 9TH 
OCTOBER

Individual School 
Photographs

TUESDAY 13TH 
OCTOBER

Year 5 Space Dome 
Workshop

An events calendar for Terms 1 & 2 will 
be available soon on the school 

websites.

SCHOOL DATES
For your Calendar

Wonder – Inspire – Shine
Shaping Minds, Shaping Our World

Friday 25th September
Term 1 Week 4



Term Dates for 2026 / 2027
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Autumn Term 1 (T1):
Start: Wednesday 2nd September

End: Friday 23rd October
Half Term: 26th October – 30th October

Spring Term 1 (T3):
Start: Monday 4th January
End: Friday 12th February

Half Term: 15th February – 19th February

Summer Term 1 (T5):
Start: Monday 12th April

End: Friday 28th May
Half Term: 31st May – 4th June

Autumn Term 2 (T2):
Start: Monday 2nd November
End: Friday 18th December
Christmas Holiday: 21st December – 1st January 

Spring Term 2 (T4):
Start: Monday 22nd February
End: Thursday 25th March
Easter Holiday: 26th March – 9th April

Summer Term 2 (T6):
Start: Monday 7th June
End: Wednesday 21st July

Wonder – Inspire – Shine
Shaping Minds, Shaping Our World

THIS YEAR:
JUNIORS:   95.7%
INFANTS:   96.2%

JUNIORS:   96.5%
INFANTS:   95.9%

THIS WEEK:

Attendance Update
Our attendance target for this school year is 96%, reflecting our commitment to ensuring every pupil benefits fully 
from their education. Starting the year with positive attendance habits is crucial, as good attendance supports 
learning, wellbeing, and future success. We all have a role to play in achieving this target—parents, pupils, and 
staff working together to make school a calm, supportive, and welcoming place where pupils want to be. If you are 
finding it difficult to get your child into school, please do not hesitate to contact us so we can offer support and 
work with you to overcome any barriers.
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Staff Development Days for 2027/2028
We know some families like to plan well ahead, so we will add the staff development days for the next school 

year here when they are finalised at a later date.

Staff Development Days for 2026/2027
Tuesday 1st September     Friday 23rd October     Friday 18th December     Friday 28th May     Wednesday 21st July
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Celebrating Your Child's Birthday
We understand that parents/carers may wish to bring something into school to share with their child's class to celebrate their 
birthday. In line with our Food and Nutrition Policy, which can be found on the school's website, we ask that any birthday treats 
are healthy options (e.g. fruit platters) or non-edible items (e.g. stickers) to share with the children. This helps to promote 
consistent healthy eating messages across the school.

Labelling of Clothes
We would like to remind parents and carers that clothing items worn to school should be labelled to ensure that they can be 
returned to the right child if they are found.

First Class: EYFS Children in the Newspapers
KM Group newspapers are continuing their annual ‘First Class’ supplement, where they compile the first ever class photos for 
EYFS/Year R children in a special supplement included with their newspapers. This year the supplements will be going out with 
newspapers from 12th November. If you have a child in EYFS at the Infant School, please ensure their photograph consents are 
correct on Arbor. We are sure you will love the photos!

Junior School Library Books
Unfortunately, around 100 library books had not been returned by the end of the last school year, and over 90 are still 
outstanding. Please ensure that any library books that were borrowed last year are returned as soon as possible if you still have 
them.

New school gates
As you know, new electronic gates were installed at the Highfield Road entrance to the school around Easter, and the Church 
Road gates had this added over the summer holiday. We would like to remind families of the following important information:
• The Highfield Road gate will remain closed to all vehicular access/egress between the existing signposted times of 8.25am-

9am and 2.45pm-3.30pm without exception aside from emergency services.
• The pedestrian access at both ends of the site will still be kept open as usual during the normal school drop off and pick up 

times – there will be no need to use the intercom to request access.
• Outside of these times, you will need to use the intercom to gain access to the school site, whether you are driving in or 

walking. Please note that vehicular access to the site for parents/carers is not permitted during the between 8am and 
4.30pm except by prior agreement. Select the button for the school you are visiting to speak to their reception team and 
have the gate opened for you.

• We do not permit vehicular access for drop off or pick up times (including late or early) except where it has been agreed for 
children with mobility-related injuries or disabilities.

• Driving in to the site to collect your child from After School Club after 4.30pm is permitted.
• To exit onto Church Road, simply press the green button on the pedestal near the gate to unlock it and pull the gate open.
• To exit onto Highfield Road with a vehicle during normal hours, simply approach the gate, stop at the yellow line, and the gates 

will open automatically. This is deliberately slow for safety reasons.
• The pedestrian gates do not open automatically. Please be careful when pulling and pushing these gates as they are heavy 

and the locking system protrudes from the gates. Improper use risks injury.
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I get by with a little…..

Can you practice together at home?

Click here to watch a short video showing this week’s sign.

You can also find interesting information about Makaton on our 
website by clicking here.

What is Makaton?
Makaton is a way of supporting communication using signs and symbols alongside speech.

Using signs can help make spoken language clearer and give children another way
to express themselves while they are developing their communication skills.

Using Makaton does not stop children from talking. In fact, using signs alongside
speech can help support communication and speech development.

Makaton can be used by everyone, not just children who have communication difficulties.

 
Using Makaton can help us to:

• Communicate with one another
• Express feelings and emotions

• Support spoken language
• Make communication easier to understand

• Build connections with others
• Help everyone feel included

 

https://youtu.be/bkTgogfi97E
https://willesborough-infant.kent.sch.uk/Makaton-Sign-of-the-Week/
https://willesborough-infant.kent.sch.uk/Makaton-Sign-of-the-Week/
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A big well done to the School Council for running the Cake Sale for Macmillan Cancer Support after school today. We’ll let you know how 
much was raised next week. Thank you to all the staff and families who provided cakes – whether lovingly baked, or bought – for us to 
sell, and thank you to everyone who supported Macmillan with donations. We hope you enjoyed these tasty treats!
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Shaping Minds, Shaping Our World
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We are incredibly proud to be a Platinum Award-winning OPAL (Outdoor Play and Learning) school, and these boys in Years 3 and 4 were 
having such great fun that they actually asked Miss Taylor to take a photograph and put it in the newsletter! We’re all too happy to oblige 
such requests (providing children have the right photo consents on Arbor – please make sure these are up to date next time you open the 
app!), so here they are. It’s always a delight to see the children enjoying the fruits of the hard work put in by the OPAL team and the 
donations from companies and families. Nothing beats a great experience playing outdoors with your friends!

Wonder – Inspire – Shine
Shaping Minds, Shaping Our World
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Willesborough Outstanding Work (WOW) badges are 
awarded in recognition of an excellent piece of work in 
any area of learning. The work is framed and displayed in 
‘The Hub’ at the Junior School and in the corridor at the 
Infant School.

Here is a list of this week’s 
worthy winners!

Year R Badgers No infant awards this week Year 3 Fletcher Luna Grace

Year R Rabbits Year 3 Potter Amalie

Year R Owls Year 4 Monet Rosa

Year R Robins Year 4 Doodle Adelina

Year 1 Lions Year 4 Kahlo Joshua S

Year 1 Giraffes Year 4 Turner Eric

Year 1 Elephants Year 5 Franklin Sejal

Year 1 Pandas Year 5 Hepburn Mabel

Year 2 Turtles Year 5 Turing Acxa

Year 2 Penguins Year 5 Earhart Daniel

Year 2 Leopards Year 6 Thunberg Amelia

Year 2 Tigers Year 6 Wolff Sidney

Year 3 Morpurgo James Year 6 Obama Oliver

Year 3 Dahl Archie Year 6 Parks Payge

WOW
WEEKLY AWARDS

Great job everyone!
Keep up the AMAZING work!

Wonder – Inspire – Shine
Shaping Minds, Shaping Our World



Shine Awards
The 'Shine' award is presented to children 

who have shown an exceptional commitment 
to behaviour throughout the week. They may 

have been excellent listeners who have 
supported their peers; they may have shown 

empathy towards their peers or may have 
shown a great commitment to behaviour for 
learning. It could be a multitude of reasons! 

The children receive a special 'You Shine' 
badge which they wear with pride.

Value Awards
Our core value awards are awarded in recognition of 

excellent behaviour, especially in relation to one of the 
school’s core values.  Well done to this week’s 

students who have shown the following values...

Year 3 Morpurgo Isabelle

Year 3 Dahl Louie

Year 3 Fletcher Matei

Year 3 Potter Violet

Year 4 Monet Maisie

Year 4 Doodle Lily

Year 4 Kahlo Sasha

Year 4 Turner Frankie

Year 5 Franklin Freya-May

Year 5 Hepburn Isaiah

Year 5 Turing Olivia

Year 5 Earhart Alice

Year 6 Thunberg Delilah

Year 6 Wolff Amelia

Year 6 Obama Zack

Year 6 Parks George

Year R Badgers No infant awards this 
week

Year R Rabbits

Year R Owls

Year R Robins

Year 1 Lions

Year 1 Giraffes

Year 1 Elephants

Year 1 Pandas

Year 2 Turtles

Year 2 Penguins

Year 2 Leopards

Year 2 Tigers
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Reading Challenge!
At Willesborough Junior School, we have the exciting reading challenge! 

Children are required to read their library books 4 x 20 mins each 
week. Each ‘read’ needs to be signed into their reading record book. This 

‘four or more’ challenge allows the children to compete weekly in the 
‘Book Battle’ against the other classes in their year group, and this is 

celebrated each week in our celebration assembly.

MORPURGO DAHL FLETCHER POTTERYR 3
BATTLE
This week’s 
winners are
FLETCHER

YR 4
BATTLE
This week’s 
winners are
TURNER

YR 5
BATTLE
This week’s 
winners are
TURING

YR 6
BATTLE
This week’s 
winners are

WOLFF

MONET DOODLE KAHLO TURNER

FRANKLIN HEPBURN TURING EARHART

THUNBERG WOLFF OBAMA PARKS

Wonder – Inspire – Shine
Shaping Minds, Shaping Our World

Find out below which class have had the most children read four or more times this week! 



Click here to buy tickets for our school lottery!

For every ticket you play, 40% goes directly to our schools. 

There are smaller cash prizes, or you could win the £25,000 cash 
jackpot! They also have the Super Draw prize of an iPhone 18 Pro 
Max 512GB or £1,000!

Congratulations to Mx H from Ashford who won £14.25 in the last 
draw!

The more people enter, the higher the guaranteed win is!

Don’t forget, you can donate unwanted 
clothes, shoes, textiles, bed linen, soft toys, 

scarves and more at our clothing banks!
 

This helps to raise money for the schools, 
too!

Wonder – Inspire – Shine
Shaping Minds, Shaping Our World

If you’re thinking of changing energy suppliers to Octopus 
Energy, you can get £50 for yourself and £50 for the schools 

if you use our referral link:
https://thewillesboroughschools.octopus.energy

Please note that this is not a recommendation or 
endorsement, it is just a way to support the schools.
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https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/school/willesborough-infant-school
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